UNIFORM FIRE CODE

5:70-2.12

(c) A copy of any notice or order served upon the owner
of a State-leased or owned property shall be sent to the
Director of Property and Facilities Management, Depart-
ment of Treasury.

Recodified from 5:18-2.10 and amended by R.1995 d.58, effective
March 6, 1995.
See: 26 N.J.R. 4258(a), 27 N.J.R. 878(b).

5:70-2.12 Penalties

(a) The Commissioner or a local enforcing agency may
assess, levy and collect penalties to ensure compliance with
the Code. No penalty shall be imposed except upon issu-
ance of a written order requiring abatement and the allow-
ance of a reasonable specified period in which to comply,
unless clear notice of the violation otherwise exists.

(b) The maximum penalty for any act or omission in
violation of the Act or Code that is not enumerated in this
subsection shall be $5,000 per violation per day. Except as
specified below, a violation of N.J.A.C. 5:70-3 or 4 shall
subject a violator to a maximum penalty of $500.00 per
violation per day. Specific violations shall subject violators
to penalties as follows:

1. Imminent hazard—punitive closure:

i. Failure to obey an imminent hazard order—a
maximum of $5,000 per day for each day that the
failure continues.

ii. Failure to obey an order to close for fixed period
of time issued pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.17—a maxi-
mum of 35,000 per day for each day that the failure
continues.

2. Egress:

i. Blocking, locking, or obstructing required exits in a
place of public assembly or education—a maximum of
$5,000 per occurrence;

ii. Blocking, locking, or obstructing required exits in
any other place—a maximum of $2,500 per occurrence.

3. Occupancy:

i. Exceeding the maximum permitted occupancy in a
place of public assembly or education;

(1) For the first offense—a maximum of $2,500;

(2) For a subsequent offense—a maximum of
$5,000;

ii. Exceeding the maximum permitted occupancy in
any other place;

(1) For the first offense—a maximum of $500.00;

(2) For a subsequent offense—a maximum of
$2,500.

4. Fire protection equipment:
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i. Failure to install a required suppression or detec-
tion device after having been given written notice of the
requirement to do so:

(1) In a place of public assembly or education—a
maximum of $2,500 per violation per day;

(2) In any other place—a maximum of $1,000 per
violation per day.

ii. Disabling or decreasing the effectiveness of any
fire suppression or alarm device or system.

(1) In a place of public assembly or education—a
maximum of $5,000 per occurrence;

(2) In any other place—a maximum of $1,000 per
occurrence,

5. Failure to comply with a lawful action:

i. A negligent or inadvertent failure to comply with a
lawful order, ruling, notice or other action of the
Commissioner or a local enforcing agency—a maximum
of $2,000 per occurrence.

ii. A refusal or deliberate failure to comply with a
lawful order, ruling, notice or other action of the
Commissioner or a local enforcing agency—a maximum
of $5,000 per occurrence.

6. Obstruction:

i. Anyone who obstructs, hinders, delays or interferes
by force or otherwise with the Commissioner or any
member of a local enforcing agency in the exercise of
any power or the discharge of any function or duty
under the provisions of this Code—a maximum of
$2,500 per occurrence.

7. Permits:

i. Failure to obtain a required permit prior to com-
mencing the operation, process or activity for which a
permit was required—a maximum of double the
amount of the applicable permit fee.

il. Failure to obtain a required permit after being
ordered to do so while continuing the operation, pro-
cess or activity—a maximum of $5,000 per day during
which the operation, process, or activity continues.

8. Registration:

i. Failure to file a registration application after hav-
ing been ordered to do so—an amount equal to double
the applicable registration fee, but not less than $200.00
or more than $1,000 for each registration.

ii. Failure to pay the required annual registration
fee when due—an amount equal to the unpaid fee.
Payment of the fee after imposition of the penalty shall
not absolve the owner from responsibility for the penal-
ty nor shall payment of the penalty be deemed to
absolve the owner from the obligation to pay the fee.
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